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By Ken Datzman

Following several years of steady growth, general contractors in the

commercial construction industry, especially those firms positioned in

community markets that are seeing economic expansion, are looking

ahead to 2017 with much optimism.

When sizing up the multibillion–dollar commercial real–estate

building segment in Florida, there are a lot of factors to take into

account — economic growth, employment numbers, financing availabil-

ity, and project demand, to name a few.

Most of those factors are positive right now and should remain that

way though 2017, according to a number of industry forecasts that

show commercial construction spending increasing next year.

One analysis — the 2017 “Dodge Construction Outlook,” a mainstay

in construction–industry forecasting and business planning — says

commercial building will grow 6 percent in 2017, on top of the

12 percent gain experienced in 2016.

Businessman Ken Welsh, president and chief executive officer of the

Welsh Companies/Welsh Construction LLC in Melbourne, which

specializes in the various sectors of commercial building, sees 2017 as a

year of growth for his firm.

“Interest rates are still low and I think they will probably continue

to be low for some time. The rate environment is currently driving a lot

of commercial construction activity because loans are cheap.”

Unless there are some serious economic issues ahead, Welsh

believes the momentum the industry has experienced in 2016 will carry

over into 2017, particularly in the local market.

“Brevard County is growing. The big hitters, including Northrop

Grumman Corp., Embraer, Harris Corp., and SpaceX, are great drivers

of the economy right now. The county is recognized for its high–tech

work force. The emerging tech talent we have is drawing more compa-

nies here. In addition to the tech growth, the physician market, the

dental market, the retail sector, and other segments of commercial real

estate seem to be faring well,” said Welsh.

His company has completed a flurry of projects this year. They

include: laboratory and office renovations for Harris Corp.; athletic

facilities at Calvary Chapel in West Melbourne; a new facility for

Westlake Animal Hospital in Sanford; facility improvements at the

Merritt Island Airport; and the 64,000–square–foot West Lake Center,

a retail, office, and storage complex on 8.4 acres in Sanford. “This past

year,” he said, “the flood gates have opened up in commercial building.

We are doing projects of all sizes, for investors small and large alike.”

The Welsh Construction portfolio includes having built one of the

largest church campuses in Florida, the 300,000–square–foot Calvary

Commercial contractor
Welsh is growing, hiring
as market stays on track
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Ken Welsh founded the Welsh Companies/Welsh Construction LLC in 2003, after working in the industry for years. His
growing firm specializes in commercial construction and has a host of projects underway in Brevard and out of the region.
The local work includes renovation for three area elementary schools. The company has been adding to its executive team
and plans to start construction soon on its new office building at Eau Gallie Pointe in Melbourne. From left: Kirk Hartgrave,
project manager; Ken Welsh, president and CEO; Gary Goodwin, estimator; and Chris Norton, business development
director. They are at their office in Melbourne.
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By Ken Datzman

The visibility of the Brevard Job Link
got a big boost in 2001.

The continuing contraction in the
economy, although a rebound is expected
in 2002, focused a much brighter light on
the importance of the organization and
its mission in the county.

The four full–service, one–stop career
centers in Brevard — from Palm Bay to
Titusville — handled significantly
increased traffic, even catering to people
who have never had a need to tap this
resource before.

“It’s been a great year in that we have
been able to get services out to people
quicker and more efficiently than ever
before,” said Linda South, executive
director of the organization. She added, “I
think a lot more people have come to
understand the value of the rich re-
sources that are available in the Brevard
Job Link centers, not only from a job–
seeker’s standpoint but also from the
employer’s standpoint.”

These information–packed centers
offer a variety of services to job seekers,
businesses and the unemployed. For
instance, there are job referrals, Internet

Brevard Job Link key
resource connecting
firms and job seekers

access to America’s Job Bank and other
employment Web sites, videos, career
guidebooks and an in–depth collection of
periodicals, including “The Wall Street
Journal.”

The centers also have computers
equipped with word–processing software,
fax machines, copiers, laser printers, and
telephones with long–distance access. A
videoconference system is available,
which may be used for conducting
interviews.

Employers, said South, can provide
the Job Link with its openings free of
charge either online, by fax or phone,
visit one of the centers “or they can ask
for a representative to come and see
them at their place of business. We
would like to see every single job order in
Brevard County to be in the Job Link
system, so that we can rapidly match
skill sets. And if we don’t have the match
we’ll use the information to create
education and training opportunities that
are responsive to the need.”

Brevard Job Link is funded through
the Brevard Development Workforce
Board Inc. in Rockledge. It also has been
successful in winning competitive grants

What the Social Security plan would mean to you
By Mary Deibel
Scripps Howard Service

Here’s what to expect if Social
Security is changed so that younger
workers can invest some of their payroll
tax money in private accounts, as
President Bush’s Social Security Com-
mission proposed a few weeks ago.

Current retirees and those nearing
retirement — anyone 55 or older today
— would get Society Security benefits as
promised under the present system.

Workers younger than 55 could put
money into a private account. GOP panel
member and former Congressman Bill
Frenzel calls the Bush Commission’s
three–account alternatives the Free
Lunch, the Blue–Plate Special and the
Subsidized Lunch.

Nothing will happen immediately
since President Bush isn’t expected to
make any recommendations to Congress
until 2003, after the 2002 congressional
elections.

Basic Social Security checks would be
smaller than called for in current law.
Depending on market performance, total
benefits from Social Security plus your
personal account could be higher or
lower.

The commission plans call for extra
tax money of up to $71 billion a year and
require other changes that could raise
income or payroll taxes or raise the
retirement age for future retirees.

Social Security currently collects
enough payroll tax to pay 100 percent of
benefits through 2038 and 73 percent of
benefits thereafter if the system isn’t
changed.

The 16–member panel unanimously
approved these options three weeks ago
to carry out Bush’s campaign pledge to
let younger workers divert some of the
6.2 percent payroll tax they owe on
wages to individual accounts that own
stocks and bonds.

Workers who opted to take part would
choose from the five low–risk funds, one
each for government bonds, corporate
bonds and a stocks–and–bonds mix, plus
two stock–index funds that track the
broader market. Workers could change
their choice once a year and couldn’t
borrow or withdraw money.

l PLAN 1. “Free Lunch” — lets
workers put 2 percentage points of their
6.2 percent payroll tax into a personal
account. Nothing else changes, and

The four full–service one–stop career centers of Brevard Job Link are seeing increased traffic. Linda South,
executive director, said her organization is a rich resource for both the job seeker as well as the employer.
Michael Anderson is associate director. They are at the Melbourne site in Perimeter Center.
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Penton’s Aviation Week Network teams with Enterprise
Florida to showcase companies at MRO Americas event

NEW YORK — Penton’s Aviation Week Network has announced a collaboration with

Enterprise Florida Inc. to showcase the strength and depth of the aviation maintenance,

repair and overhaul (MRO) industry in Florida. As part of this collaboration, Enterprise

Florida will showcase Florida companies at MRO Americas, to take place April 25 to

April 27 at the Orange County Convention Center in Orlando.

“MRO Americas is a great opportunity for Florida to share its aviation industry story

with MRO leaders from around the world,” said Paul Marttila, senior vice president for

business development at Enterprise Florida. “There are more than 1,600 aviation

establishments in the state and MRO is a vital part of that foundation of innovation and

talent. We are excited to welcome MRO Americas back to Florida in April.”

Focused on commercial aviation MRO, the event offers networking among industry

leaders representing airlines, regulators, suppliers and service providers. MRO Americas

will co–locate with MRO Military and the collaboration is designed to create synergies

between the commercial and military MRO industries and increase networking, showcase

product solutions and facilitate discussion.

For 22 years, MRO Americas has served as the flagship of Aviation Week Network’s

MRO event series and is recognized throughout the industry as the “premiere event,”

attracting more than 800 exhibitors and 14,000 registered attendees.

Enterprise Florida will feature a Florida Pavilion showcasing Florida companies

including airlines, original equipment manufacturers, MRO service providers, leasing

companies, and suppliers to the MRO industry including information technology, logistics,

interiors, and components. Enterprise Florida said it will promote this partnership

through its website, membership communications and e–mail blasts.

“We are thrilled to work with Enterprise Florida, as Florida is one of the most impor-

tant regions of the world for the industry with more than 85,000 employed in the aviation/

aerospace sectors,” said Lydia Janow, managing director for events and tradeshows at

Aviation Week Network. “MRO Americas is a great opportunity for these Florida compa-

nies to exhibit their MRO capabilities to airlines and other buyers on a national and

international scope.”

Penton’s Aviation Week Network is the “largest multimedia information and services

provider for the global aviation, aerospace and defense industries.” Headquartered in New

York, Penton is privately owned by MidOcean Partners and Wasserstein & Co., LP. For

more information on the company, visit http://www.penton.com.

Enterprise Florida is a partnership between Florida’s businesses and government

leaders and is the “principal economic development organization for the state.

U.S. Navy awards KMS Solutions contract with five–year
potential value of $9.9 million; has an office in Melbourne

Area firm KMS Solutions LLC (KMS) has been awarded a prime contractor task order

by the Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) and its Naval Surface Warfare Center

Carderock Division (NSWC CD) under the U.S. Navy’s SeaPort–e program.

The total potential value of the award is $9.9 million over five years.

Under the terms of the contract, KMS will provide engineering and technical support

for the planning, conduct and execution of ocean engineering projects and research,

development, test and evaluation (RDTE) activities conducted at the Naval Surface

Warfare Center in Bangor, Wash.

KMS will provide a variety of technical and engineering services to include projects and

RDTE efforts associated with underwater acoustic data acquisition and processing

systems. KMS Chief Executive Officer Gail Urso said, “The award of this work at the

Naval Submarine Base in Bangor to KMS is very exciting. It reinforces our position in the

marketplace as a force in the sea based surface and undersea technology engineering

sector.” She added, “I’m pleased that across the NAVSEA Enterprise there is continuing

confidence in our ability to deliver high–end technology, engineering, and work–force

development solutions in support of NAVSEA headquarters, its program executive offices,

the Naval Undersea Warfare Center, and the Naval Surface Warfare Center.”

KMS Solutions is an economically disadvantaged woman–owned small business that

was formed in 2005. The company has offices in Middletown, R.I.; Alexandria, Va.; and

locally in Melbourne. KMS provides “cradle–to–grave” technology and engineering

services for the U.S. Navy and its submarine force.
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Faith Builder Sponsors

A&E Custom Homes, LLC • Angela Miller • BRPH • CONTEC DTx
Dieguez & Stoller, LLC• Ellingson Properties • Flavin Nooney & Person 

Health First • Holiday Builders • Kim Jones Insurance Agency • Kim Vice
LifeStyle Homes • Martin E. Dandridge • Matthew Development

M. E. Kelly • MH Williams Construction Group, Inc. • Morgan Financial
Myra Igo Haley • RE/MAX Elite • SERVPRO of South Brevard

The Orndorf Wealth Management Group • Tropic-Care of Florida, Inc.
VENCORE • Vista Florida Realty

In-Kind Sponsor

Eau Gallie Florist & Darcia Jones Francey

Presenting Sponsor

Home Sponsors

Thanks to our generous sponsors, our 2016

was a huge success! We would like to express our gratitude to:
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The soap–opera presidential election was like a college football game
By Gerrod Lambrecht
UCF Forum columnist

Tuesday, Nov. 8, is Game Day! The election is just

days away and the news is all abuzz this morning about

“rigged” elections, sexual–assault allegations, FBI

investigations, unpaid taxes and more e–mails.

Just when you might have thought that the soap

opera that is the 2016 presidential election could not get

any crazier, well, here you go.

The polling data on a day–to–day basis seems to tell

us nothing that is real. They are changing faster than a

wind sock in a swirling wind. Depending on who you ask,

different models are as much as 15 points different.

Media coverage has turned more into partisan propa-

ganda of an Orwellian nature than real news.

Now poll sampling data cannot be trusted, as variance

and process between previously respected polling

organizations seems to be as different as the respective

candidates. Up is down, right is left, cats are playing with

dogs…what are we to think?

With game day right around the corner. Maybe the

ESPN crew should set up shop in D.C. now to do a few

days’ worth of coverage. They can treat it like a national

championship game. Kirk Herbstreit, Lee Corso, and

crew may do a better job of representing the nature of

things at this point. Maybe Chris “The Bear” Fallica can

give us a better line on this race than the polling data

can. Paul Finebaum can do the hard–hitting interviews

that will make all the difference in the last few days prior

to the election. I cannot wait for Corso’s prediction and to

see him put on either Trump or Clinton headgear.

Just a few days earlier, we were being told that the

race was all but over. Down ticket was the focus, and

places such as Texas were now in play. Days later all that

changed.

Well, I guess this is why we play the game.

The craziness of the election cycle is almost over now.

All of the primaries, debates, commercials, news stories,

interviews and punditry have only served to lay the

foundation for game day. Call them what you will —

practices, dry runs, scrimmages — they have led up to

one major game, a winner–take–all battle to be the

leader of the free world.

Maybe Hank Jr. should do the theme music for the TV

intro. Are you ready for some football…I mean an

election?

All kidding aside, this is a serious deal. When I step

into the voting booth, I recognize the importance of my

vote, the importance of the process, and the implication of

a phrase that is used all too often these days: “Elections

have consequences.”

I will not just pull the lever and vote the party line.

I will understand the issues. I will understand what is at

stake in local and regional elections. I will be prepared to

articulate why I am voting for who I am voting for. I will

understand both the policy and social implications of who

I vote for.

This is too important of a process to not take it

seriously, even though the process is being turned into a

salacious reality TV show.

Blood has been shed through the generations to

ensure that I have the privilege to participate in our

democracy. Thomas Jefferson once said, “The people

cannot be all, and always, well informed. The part which

is wrong will be discontented in proportion to the

importance of the facts they misconceive. If they remain

quiet under such misconceptions it is a lethargy, the

forerunner of death to the public liberty.”

I pray that this election will allow our country to move

forward on a firm footing. I pray that society writ large

will become more conscious of how our behavior, our

votes, and our blind support of certain rhetoric is

allowing the electoral process to be turned into a joke.

I pray that our betters in society will begin to under-

stand how their behavior has set us down the path we

are on today. We have serious issues in our country, and

those issues deserve serious people.

May God bless this election, and may He continue to

bless the United States of America.

UF, UCF and USF ice hockey teams to square off at Space Coast Iceplex
The University of Florida’s hockey team will be coming to the Space Coast to face both UCF and USF in two hockey

games. Hosted by the Space Coast Gator Club, both games will take place at Space Coast Iceplex, 720 Roy Wall Blvd. in

Rockledge. On Saturday, Jan 28, UF will play UCF at 4:30 p.m. On Saturday, Feb. 4, UF will take on USF at 4:30 p.m.

“Last year’s game sold out months in advance, so we wanted to give the three alumni groups and hockey fans

advance notice. All three schools have passionate fans in Brevard. We have a full day planned, which includes tailgat-

ing, public ice–skating and a Hockey ‘101 Class’ for new fans,” said Space Coast Gator Club President David Melnyk.

Tickets are $8 for adults. Children 10 years and younger will be admitted free of charge. Tickets and event details

are available at SpaceCoastGatorClub.com or eventbrite.com. The e–mail address is SpaceCoastGatorClub@gmail.com

or call 890–7754.

Libraries in Brevard County hit milestone, surpass 1 million digital checkouts in 2016
Brevard County Libraries has hit a milestone by surpassing 1 million checkouts of eBooks, eAudiobooks, and

periodicals from their OverDrive Digital catalog, Brevard.Lib.OverDrive.com.

The one–millionth checkout was the eBook version of “Lost Souls” by Dean Koontz, borrowed on Oct. 1, 2016.

“Since its inception in August 2011, our OverDrive Digital catalog has proven to be a popular service,” according to

Library Services Director Jeff Thompson. “There are over 16,500 eBooks, 2,080 eAudiobooks and 25 periodical titles

available in our collection. Loans are free to all Brevard County Library cardholders.”

This milestone and the increase in digital circulation at Brevard County Libraries echoes the overall growth of

digital library usage worldwide with more than 93 percent of public libraries in the U.S. now offering eBooks.

Library cardholders can borrow digital titles at no cost by visiting Brevard.Lib.OverDrive.com. E–Books and

audiobooks can be streamed or downloaded on tablets, smartphones, eReaders and computers and will automatically

return at the end of the lending period. There are never any overdue titles or fines. Popular titles in the Brevard County

Libraries eBook collection include “A Murder in Time,” “The Girl on the Train,” and “Make Me.” To access the Brevard

County Libraries digital catalog, visit Brevard.Lib.OverDrive.com.

Gerrod Lambrecht is director of football
operations at UCF. He can be reached at
Gerrod@Athletics.UCF.edu.
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to
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SHERIFF WAYNE IVEY

BREVARD COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
SSSHE
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700 S. Park Avenue, Titusville, Florida 32780 321-264-5201 www.BrevardSheriff.com

 

TITUSVILLE WOMAN ARRESTED FOR MAKING FALSE 
REPORT TO DCF HOTLINE 

Agents with the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office have arrested 42-year-old Dana Delaney 
Loyd of Titusville, for Filing a False Report of Child Abuse and Stalking.  The arrest was 
based upon an Arrest Warrant, which was authorized by the State Attorney’s Office and issued by 
the Court. Loyd was transported to the Brevard County Jail where she is being held on $10,500 
bond. 
 

The investigation commenced after the defendant contacted the Florida Abuse Hotline on April 
29, 2015, reporting an allegation of sexual battery on a juvenile and child neglect. The defendant 
falsely identified herself as a substitute teacher who had heard the alleged victim make statements 
that her father, had a sexual relationship with her and referred the operator to the online 
publication, Brevard’s Best News.com for additional details. The investigation revealed that the 
defendant had never met nor spoken with the alleged victim and was providing information that 
was contained in a police report of a previously unfounded allegation reported in 2010 in North 
Carolina. 
 
The investigation uncovered that the defendant contacted a local sports club where the father of 
the victim was a volunteer and advised them that he was molesting a child.  The father was 
suspended from his position until an internal investigation was completed.  The defendant also 
contacted a prospective employer of the father in another state and advised them they should go 
to her blog to read about his inappropriate relationship with his daughter and that he should not 
hire him.  The defendant also engaged in a course of conduct of contacting persons known to the 
father, referring them to the articles contained on her blog. 
  
Anyone with information about this Investigation is asked to please call Brevard County Sheriff’s 
Office SVU Agent Robert Fischer at 321-633-8419, or CRIMELINE at 1-800-423-TIPS (8477), you 
can also visit http://crimeline.org/, or text ‘crimeline’ plus your tip to CRIME (274637).  All 
information to CRIMELINE is confidential and you may be eligible for a reward. 
  
For additional information concerning this News Release, please call Major Tod Goodyear 
through the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office Communications Center at 321-633-7162. 

 
XXX 

April 
29, 2015, 

April 29, 2015

Brevard Business News 

From: Infantini, Trudie [trudie.infantini@brevardcounty.us]
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:31 PM
To: Whitten, Stockton E
Cc: Brevard Business News (brevardbusinessnews@earthlink.net)
Subject: FW: (BCC 01) RE: Brevard County Jail Complex [2016.02.14]

11/12/2016

Stockton, 
Will you get back to me on this issue please? 
  

 
  
Trudie Infantini, CPA 
District 3 County Commissioner 
1311 E. New Haven Avenue 
Melbourne, FL 32901 
321-952-6300 
  
  
From: Brevard Business News [mailto:BrevardBusinessNews@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 11:43 AM 
To: Whitten, Stockton E 
Cc: Valdengo, Venetta; Abbate, Frank B; Commissioner, D1; Commissioner, D2; Commissioner, D3; Commissioner, D4; Commissioner, D5; Brevard County 
Sheriff Wayne Ivey; Bill Roth (Brevard Business News) 
Subject: (BCC 01) RE: Brevard County Jail Complex [2016.02.14] 
  
February 14, 2016 – Sunday 
  
Stockton Whitten, Brevard County Manager 
Board of County Commissioners 
2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way, Bldg. C 
Viera, FL 32940 
Tel: (321) 633–2000 
Fax: (321) 633–2115 
  
  
Dear Mr. Whitten, 
  

On September 17, 2015, Brevard Business News wrote you the following: 
“Brevard Business News has learned that on July 5, 2015, at approximately 7:15 p.m., Sheriff Wayne Ivey of the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office was 

informed of abuse to an inmate being housed in the Brevard County Jail Complex. 
“As the Brevard County Jail Complex is owned and maintained by the Board of County Commissioners and is operated by the Sheriff, would you 

please initiate that action required to determine the outcome of the incident that Sheriff Ivey was informed of on July 5, 2015?” 
Now, in view of the fact that Sheriff Wayne Ivey, on June 5, 2015, was appointed to the Florida Model Jail Standards Commission by the Florida 

Sheriffs Association; 
And in view of the fact that Sheriff Wayne Ivey, on July 5, 2015, placed a ten–minute call to a Corrections Deputy whose wife his Brevard County 

Sheriff’s Office arrested on August 28, 2015, on charges that included information fabricated by his Brevard County Sheriff’s Office; 
And in view of the fact that Sheriff Wayne Ivey, on February 10, 2016, arrested a Corrections Deputy for Sexual Misconduct with an inmate; 
Would you please tell Brevard Business News if you ever initiated “that action required to determine the outcome of the incident that Sheriff Ivey was 

informed of on July 5, 2015”? 
  
  
Thank you, 
Bill Roth 
Special Projects Editor 
Brevard Business News, Inc. 
(321) 951–7777 
BrevardBusinessNews.com 
BrevardBusinessNews@earthlink.net 
4300 Fortune Place Suite D 
West Melbourne, FL 32904 
  
  
CC: Ms. Venetta Valdengo, Mr. Frank Abbate, Commissioner Robin Fisher, Commissioner Jim Barfield, Commissioner Trudie Infantini, Commissioner Curt 
Smith, Commissioner Andy Anderson, Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey, Bill Roth (Brevard Business News) 
  
BCC: OTHERS 
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Sheriff’s Office arrested on August 28, 2015, on charges that included information fabricated by his Brevard County Sheriff’s Office; 
And in view of the fact that Sheriff Wayne Ivey, on February 10, 2016, arrested a Corrections Deputy for Sexual Misconduct with an inmate; 
Would you please tell Brevard Business News if you ever initiated “that action required to determine the outcome of the incident that Sheriff Ivey was 

informed of on July 5, 2015”? 
  
  
Thank you, 
Bill Roth 
Special Projects Editor 
Brevard Business News, Inc. 
(321) 951–7777 
BrevardBusinessNews.com 
BrevardBusinessNews@earthlink.net 
4300 Fortune Place Suite D 
West Melbourne, FL 32904 
  
  
CC: Ms. Venetta Valdengo, Mr. Frank Abbate, Commissioner Robin Fisher, Commissioner Jim Barfield, Commissioner Trudie Infantini, Commissioner Curt 
Smith, Commissioner Andy Anderson, Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey, Bill Roth (Brevard Business News) 
  
BCC: OTHERS 
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U.S. Space Walk of Fame in Titusville changes name
and is now known as the American Space Museum

TITUSVILLE — In the midst of growth and enhancements that began in 2015, the

U.S. Space Walk of Fame Museum is now undergoing a name change.

In 2015, the facility, now known as the American Space Museum, acquired a

permanent location at 308 Pine St. and also hired museum and nonprofit professional

Tara Dixon Engel as its first executive director. In 2016, the museum introduced an

expanded education program known as “STEAM Space,” and undertook a comprehen-

sive “Museum Refresh” which includes the implementation of new museum collection

practices, the creation of new interpretive signage, and the redesign of the facility’s

galleries, and public areas.

“The name change was a logical next step in our evolution as it gives visitors a better

idea of what they will experience at our facility,” said Engel. “We continue to be overseen

by the U.S. Space Walk of Fame Foundation, which built the Walk of Fame monuments

in Titusville’s Space View Park. Now that the city maintains the monuments while our

Foundation manages the engraving process, we are able to focus more on the form and

function of the museum.”

She said that when the Foundation decided to purchase the building at 308 Pine St.,

it gave the museum its first permanent home. “Even though we’ve existed for 15 years, it

got ‘real’ when we had our own structure. Since then, we have been upgrading and

improving our processes and the overall visitor experience.”

She added, “Our purpose has never changed — we are here to honor America’s space

pioneers, preserve our nation’s space history, and inspire a new generation of dreamers

and doers. That is the constant for our monuments and our museum.”

Engel noted that people often mistook the museum for the Astronaut Hall of Fame,

“or they thought we were a facility dedicated to those who had walked in space. By

becoming the American Space Museum we tell visitors exactly what they can expect

from us. And it will only get better in the days ahead.”

She said the STEAM Shop “offers great science and technology gifts while our

museum’s one–of–a–kind space artifacts and displays continue to be updated and

expanded. And, of course, the STEAM Space education program is becoming a dynamic

educational force in the community. We’re also about to open a ‘makerspace’ in the

museum, offering 3D printers, Legos and other hands–on projects. We’re also working to

broaden our reach within the Brevard community, partnering with organizations like

LEAD Brevard, Eastern Florida State College and the Parrish Medical Foundation.”

To volunteer, donate or join the American Space Museum, call 264–0434 or send an

e–mail message to Info@AmericanSpaceMuseum.org. The organization’s web address is

www.AmericanSpaceMuseum.org. In addition to the monuments in Space View Park,

the museum also presides over the new digital Space Workers Hall of Honor at

www.SpaceHonors.org.

Jess Parrish Medical Foundation in Titusville grants the
Women’s Center an early holiday wish with $5,000 gift

TITUSVILLE — The Jess Parrish Medical Foundation has awarded $5,000 to the

Women’s Center Ravindran Family Domestic Violence Safe House.

The Women’s Center Ravindran Family Domestic Violence Safe House is able to

provide women and their children who are escaping domestic violence with housing and

basic needs such as food, clothing, and personal items.

Clients also receive victim advocacy, case management, counseling and other

resources to help them become stabilized and self–sufficient. The center has a 24–hour

domestic violence emergency hotline (607–6809) for those needing assistance.

“We are appreciative to the Jess Parrish Medical Foundation for being an integral

part of the Women’s Center in North Brevard and supporting our efforts to ensure

victims of domestic violence have continuous access to safety and shelter,” said the

Women’s Center.

The Women’s Center has a 41–year history of helping women and families in

Brevard County by providing support, education, counseling, information and services to

survivors of domestic, dating, and sexual violence, and those suffering the ill effects of

poverty, homelessness, and mental health challenges.

The center offers counseling, victim services, transitional housing, and basic needs.

For more information on this organization, visit www.WomensCenter.net.
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as well as Wealth Strategies–All  
Under One Roof  with Our Sister Company: }

 
 

|
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Excellence Through Commitment

WELSH CONSTRUCTION - a proven leader
in commercial construction & development

3972 W. Eau Gallie Blvd. Suite A.  l    Melbourne
321.757.7383   l   www.welshci.com

Design/Build   l   Construction Management   l   Bid Build

We specialize in providing
creative solutions to

design, development and
construction projects.

We look forward to serving you.

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

Storage
Educational
Medical
Governmental
Religious
Retail
Restaurants
Offices

321-452-0420

We Finance Dreams

Community Bank of the South understands the lending needs of
Brevard County consumers, small businesses and homeowners.

We offer banking services and loans for every dream.

Commercial and SBA 504 Loans
Operating Lines of Credit and Business Debit Cards

Business Checking and Merchant Services
1st and 2nd Mortgages and Auto Loans

CBOSDirect.com

We finance

new office

buildings
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ROCKLEDGE — Brevard Achievement Center, a

nonprofit entity that provides innovative services and

opportunities to assist people with disabilities achieve

personal success, recently announced that Susan

McGrath has joined the agency as vice president of

marketing and development.

In her new role, McGrath, who previously worked for

United Way of Brevard, is responsible for expanding

the agency’s brand awareness, individual and corporate

giving efforts and grant acquisition.

McGrath is a 20–year fund–raising and marketing

professional who has helped communities in Florida

raise more than $105 million for health and human–

care services.

She began her career with United Way of Alachua

County in Gainesville in 1995 as that organization’s

communication director. After moving to the Space

Coast in 1998, she became vice president of resource

development for United Way of Brevard. During her

tenure, Brevard County’s Community Campaign

boasted the fifth–highest percentage growth of

like–size United Ways across the nation, growing from

$4.4 million to $6.3 million.

“Susan’s many years of proven fund–raising success

at a premier nonprofit like United Way of Brevard is

going to help us grow our mission in direct and mean-

ingful ways,” said Amar Patel, Brevard Achievement

Center’s president and chief executive officer. “BAC is

fortunate that Susan has joined our team.”

McGrath is a 2011 recipient of LEAD Brevard’s

“4–Under–40” Recognition award and 2015 Volunteer

of the Year at Rockledge High School. She also cur-

rently serves on the board of directors of the Blue Ridge

Institute for Community Service Executives, is a past

president of the American Advertising Federation–

Space Coast Chapter, and past treasurer of the Trinity

Lutheran School PTO. She is a fifth–generation

Floridian and “die–hard Gators fan” who graduated

with honors from the University of Florida with a

bachelor’s degree in public relations. McGrath, her

husband and their daughter reside in Rockledge.

For more information about Brevard Achievement

Center, visit BACBrevard.com.

Brevard Achievement Center welcomes McGrath as vice president of marketing and development

American Idol winner Taylor Hicks set for King Center Studio Theatre
American Idol winner Taylor Hicks will be performing at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 8, in the King Center Studio

Theatre in Melbourne. Concert tickets are $40. They can be purchased at KingCenter.com, or by phone at 242–2219.

They are also sold at the King Center box office. Hicks sings Southern soul, R&B, country and blues music. Hicks is

currently in the studio working on his first country album. His website is www.TaylorHicks.com.
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Woodland II � 32,000 Square Feet For Lease

Great for High-Tech Facilities � Scenic Industrial Park

� Easy access to I-95, US-192,
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Melbourne International
Airport Terminal

� 1 hour drive to Orlando

Excellent Location!
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� $10.50 PSF plus CAM
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� Three (3) SCIF spaces
� Move-in ready
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1045 Building

� 5,600 SF
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� Offices, break room, conference
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� Large assembly area
� Covered porch

1055 Building

Nearby companies include:  Lockheed Martin, DRS,
Northrop Grumman, GE and Harris Corporation

1045
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Please see Regions Mortgage, page 15

Cronenberg builds Regions Mortgage team into stellar performer as demand for
new homes in Brevard grows; various affordable programs for first–time buyers
By Ken Datzman

INDIAN HARBOUR BEACH — About four years

ago, industry veteran Scott Cronenberg was recruited to

build the presence of Regions Mortgage in Brevard

County and grow a team of loan officers.

At the time, Regions Mortgage was transitioning

from Orlando–based management to local autonomy.

Cronenberg stepped in and went on to assemble a

team that has consistently ranked among the top

performers for Regions Mortgage for new–construction

lending.

“When I started with Regions Mortgage, I was the

only one on the team,” said Cronenberg, a graduate of

the University of Florida’s Warrington College of

Business. He has worked in the mortgage industry for

more than 15 years.

Cronenberg is the mortgage production manager,

vice president, overseeing Brevard County and Indian

River County. Currently, Cronenberg’s focus is on the

Brevard market for Regions Mortgage. Today, his

mortgage team has grown to nine people, including loan

officers and support staff.

“We have grown quickly. I’m surrounded by a great

team of lenders and support personnel. Business has

been strong. Mortgage rates are still very attractive and

the housing market continues to perform very well in

Brevard. There are so many positive things happening

in the county right now, particularly with corporate job

growth. More people are moving here to fill positions,

which is only going to drive the housing market in the

months ahead.”

Scott Cronenberg’s father, David Cronenberg, was a

longtime banker in Brevard County. He worked for

First Florida Bank, Admiralty Bank, and The Bank

Brevard, which were all acquired through the years.

David Cronenberg was a U.S. Air Force pilot who

served in Vietnam.

“We moved to Brevard County in 1988,” said Scott

Cronenberg. “My father worked through the wave of

consolidation in the banking industry. He retired

multiple times.”

Scott Cronenberg started his career as a financial

consultant with Merrill Lynch after completing that

company’s training program, which is recognized as one

of the industry’s best. He worked for Merrill Lynch

before entering the mortgage business.

“And I never looked back. I really enjoy lending.

Business was lean for mortgage lenders during the

Great Recession, but I survived. The industry has since

bounced back in a big way.”

New home purchases are currently pacing the

mortgage activity for Regions, said Scott Cronenberg.

“We do an amazing job with construction–to–perma-

nent lending. We have forged relationships with a lot of

custom homebuilders in Brevard County.”

A construction–to–permanent loan is a type of

mortgage one can use to finance both the construction

and the purchase of a new home. You can potentially

save money on closing costs and avoid underwriting

complications when you use one of these loans to

finance your new home.

Housing starts are projected to jump 5.3 percent in

2017, as single–family homebuilders ramp up to meet

growing consumer demand.

Home construction mortgage loans offered by

Regions provide the opportunity for buyers to plan and

build their own homes, instead of purchasing an

existing one. Renovation and repair options are also

available for current homeowners. Features of these

loans include the “One–Time Closing Construction–to–

Permanent Program, which results in closing costs paid

only once, a locked–in interest rate, and interest paid

only on the total funds used for the project.

Scott Cronenberg’s team is typically in the top 10 in

the company for new construction lending. “We

certainly do refinancing business, but right now we’re

concentrating on the purchase market.”

The Mortgage Bankers Association is forecasting

$1.1 trillion in purchase mortgage originations during

calendar year 2017, an 11 percent increase from 2016.

In contrast, it anticipates refinance originations will

decrease by 40 percent next year, to $529 billion.

Strong household formation coupled with further job

growth, rising wages, and continuing home–price

appreciation will drive activity in purchase originations

in the coming year, according to the Mortgage Bankers

Association.

Rate increases through 2017 and 2018 will likely be

Scott Cronenberg is mortgage production manager for Regions Mortgage in Brevard County. The University of Florida graduate started
with Regions Mortgage about four years ago and has built his team into one of the top performers within the company for new
construction lending. Starting with one individual, himself, the team now comprises nine people, including lenders and support staff.
He’s at the Regions Bank office on East Gallie Boulevard in Indian Harbour Beach.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see Surfside Playhouse, page 17

Community theater veteran Bryan Bergeron producing, directing a full slate of
Surfside Playhouse shows this season — ‘Rat Pack Christmas’ coming to Surfside
By Ken Datzman

COCOA BEACH — To be involved in a local commu-

nity theater, especially as an actor on stage, takes a

serious time commitment.

Community theaters in Brevard County are team–

focused volunteer–driven organizations. They are unique

within the cultural–arts sector. The volunteer force,

including everyone from the ushers to the door captains

and concession workers, is absolutely essential to the

success of the theater.

Particularly, the actors clock a lot of volunteer time

rehearsing and performing shows.

People on the outside may think that community–

theater actors casually get together for a couple of practice

runs on stage before the show opens. That is nowhere near

reality, said industry veteran Bryan Bergeron, the artistic

director for Surfside Players Inc.

“The actors at Surfside Playhouse will spend five or six

nights a week rehearsing. Then there are the three

weekends of runs for the actual show. That’s quite a

commitment of their time. It’s a big–time involvement on

their behalf. They are here because they love community

theater. Everyone who is involved with community theater

enjoys what they do,” he said.

There are more than 7,000 community theaters in

America with 1 million volunteers, according to the

American Association of Community Theatre, a nonprofit

corporation founded in 1986 to be the voice of community

theater in the United States. These theaters stage more

than 45,000 productions each year, entertaining over

7.5 million people. They also provide educational and

community–outreach programs.

Community theater has been a way of life for producer

and director Bergeron. “Like a lot of people, I kind of fell

into it.” He started as a student assistant in college,

working his way up to assistant manager and then

manager. Early in his career, Bergeron became a theater

manager at Brevard Community College, now Eastern

Florida State University.

Bergeron, who earned his bachelor’s degree in liberal

arts from the University of Central Florida, has worked

with many adult actors through the years in community

theater and has also directed children’s theater shows.

He’s one of the most versatile, experienced community

theater producers and directors in the region.

Bergeron ran his own company — Looking Glass

Entertainment — for more than eight years. “We toured

shows around the state.” The firm provided creative and

live–event production to performing arts centers, corpora-

tions, educational institutions, and private parties.

The original productions created by Looking Glass

Entertainment were sold to major theaters across Florida,

including the Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing

Arts in Melbourne, the Kravis Center for the Performing

Arts in West Palm Beach, and the Naples Philharmonic

Center for the Performing Arts.

Community theater veteran Bryan Bergeron, a UCF liberal arts graduate, is the artistic director at the 250–seat Surfside Playhouse Inc.
in Cocoa Beach. Last year he directed four shows and this season he’s doing all six for the 2016–2017 season. Bergeron’s professional
career includes having run his own company for years touring shows around Florida.

“Looking Glass Entertainment was doing quite well

until a number of hurricanes hit the state in 2004,” he

said. Following the hurricanes, the Florida Department of

Education cancelled school field trips because of infra-

structure damage in the state, which impacted Looking

Glass Entertainment’s business.

Bergeron revamped his business model and started

producing fund–raisers for companies and organizations.

“We had a costume shop and all of those things already in

place. We started building corporate scenery for fund–

raising events and started producing fund–raising events.

For instance, we did fund–raisers at Orchid Island in Vero

Beach and we produced fund–raisers for the Wuesthoff

Foundation many years ago.”

Bergeron said that’s how Looking Glass Entertainment

“earned its money” for five or six years.

He also worked in the education field. Bergeron once

taught drama at Florida Air Academy, now Florida Prep,

in Melbourne. Later, he served as that school’s director of

international recruitment and admissions.

But community theater has long been his career niche,

and Surfside Playhouse has long been one of the theaters

where he has worked with actors. Bergeron was the

artistic director for the production of Surfside Players’

shows for 11 years starting in the 1990s.

In 2015, he was back producing and directing shows

there. Last year he did four shows and this season

Bergeron is doing the entire slate — six performances.

“We have a nice slice of Americana this season,” said

Bergeron, who on this day was working on “The Produc-

ers,” which runs through Nov. 20 on select dates at the

250–seat Surfside Playhouse. “The Producers” was created

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Two Health First hospitals ranked
in top 11 for nurse communication

ROCKLEDGE — Health First’s Cape Canaveral

Hospital and Health First’s Viera Hospital received top

marks on the latest patients’ Hospital Consumer Assess-

ment of Healthcare Providers and Systems survey in the

category of nurse communication.

They were the only Brevard hospitals to make the

top 11.

Both hospitals performed better than the national and

state averages of 80 percent and 76 percent, respectively.

Viera Hospital ranked third of 11 hospitals, with 87

percent of patient surveys responding that nurses “always

communicated well.” Cape Canaveral Hospital ranked

sixth with 84 percent.

“Communication with our patients is an integral part of

providing the best possible service for those we serve,” said

Bill Calhoun, president of operations for Health First’s four

hospitals. “We train and strive for quality and excellence in

all areas. We are pleased to be recognized in this important

category by the very people we care for in our hospitals.”

Founded in 1995, Health First is a not–for–profit

community health–care system. The fully integrated

delivery network includes health–insurance plans,

hospitals, a multi–specialty medical group and outpatient

and wellness services.

As a locally owned, not–for–profit organization, Health

First is “committed to investing in our community.” In

2015, Health First provided more than $129 million in

community support. To learn more about Health First and

its giving back to the community, visit HFgivesback.org.

Cancer survivors have treatment options
at Brevard Regional Hyperbaric Center

Cancer Survivors are sometimes left with harmful side

effects from the same radiation therapy that saved their

lives. These survivors should no longer be forced to “live

with” brittle bones, poor blood flow, slow healing wounds,

potential surgical issues, chronic bleeding, and pain, said

Dr. Paul Buza, founder of the Brevard Regional Hyper-

baric Center in Melbourne.

A specialist in his field, Dr. Buza “is committed to

patient care.” He understands how hyperbaric oxygen

therapy can restore areas of the body most affected by

radiation therapy.

The Brevard Regional Hyperbaric Center treats a wide

range of cancer patients, including those with breast,

prostate, colon, bladder, uterine, cervical, ovarian, and

head and neck cancers.

“It’s about restoring quality of life so survivors can get

back to what matters,” said Dr. Buza, who runs the

“premier cancer survivor treatment facility of its kind in

Brevard County.”

Brevard Regional Hyperbaric Center is the first and

only privately owned insurance–approved hyperbaric

facility in Brevard County, said Dr. Buza. “Our dedicated

staff is here to meet your needs, including having same–

day appointments available for urgent cases.”

If you would like more information on this topic, contact

Jenelle Buza at 676–3200 or send an e–mail message to

JLBuza.BRHC@gmail.com.
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By Ken Datzman

ROCKLEDGE — High–efficiency natural gas appli-

ances help reduce energy bills and create an energy–

efficient home. They also save you serious money from the

very start because of the wide range of rebates available to

natural gas customers.

Florida City Gas, for example, offers generous mail–in

rebate incentives for customers who would like to replace

old natural gas appliances or switch to natural gas.

Last year, in fact, more than 9,000 customers took

advantage of the Florida City Gas rebate program, said

Carolyn Bermudez, vice president of operations for Florida

City Gas, which is marking its 70th anniversary as an

energy business serving Sunshine State communities.

“We process a significant amount of rebates every year

for both residential and commercial customers,” she said.

“While there are attractive benefits around the economics

of the product itself and how it performs, there are also

substantial rebates available to natural gas customers.

The rebates make natural gas an even more attractive

offering.”

Florida City Gas displays its rebate information in

retail stores, said Bermudez. “We’re working to educate

more customers about the various rebates. It doesn’t

matter which natural gas utility the customer is with, the

majority of rebates are the same.”

She added, “We really work together to have consis-

tency around our rebates so that customers are not

confused. Whether they live in Brevard County or in

another area, the rebates are of the same value. And they

can take advantage of these rebates regardless of what

natural gas utility serves them.”

Customers, for example, can get up to $1,750 cash back

on natural gas appliances, including natural gas water

heaters (tank and tankless), natural gas ranges/stoves,

natural gas clothes dryers, and natural gas furnaces. In

the industry, these are known as the “big four.”

If your residential natural gas service has been inactive

for at least 12 months, you can add a $200 rebate on top of

the appliance rebates. Customers can find full details on

all rebates, both residential and commercial, at

FloridaCityGasRebates.com.

“The website is a great source for individual customers

and for businesses to learn about all the different rebates

available to them,” said Bermudez.

One of the biggest residential rebates is for the

tankless, or “endless hot water” heater. The rebate is up to

$675. “We have especially attractive rebates for the

tankless water heaters,” said Bermudez.

There is also up to 50 percent in water–heating energy

savings with this product, says the Florida Natural Gas

Association. The tankless water heater has a “lifespan” of

more than 20 years.

Rebates for the tank–style water heater are up to $550.

The majority of these types of water heaters continue to

operate when the power goes out (tankless models require

a simple battery). The tank–style water heater is lower in

price than the tankless models.

The energy choices you make as a consumer are

important. In addition to affecting the environment, these

choices also affect how comfortable you are in your own

home. And, importantly, they affect how much money you

spend for the service.

“There are many advantages of putting in natural gas

appliances,” said Bermudez.

The benefits of using natural gas include:

l It’s cleaner than petroleum–based fuels and emits far

less chemicals associated with acid rain, smog and

greenhouse emissions. The average natural gas home

emits 37 percent less carbon than its non–gas counterpart.

l Natural gas reaches your home at nearly 3 times the

efficiency of non–gas energy, helping to conserve Florida’s

precious energy resources.

l In typical home appliances, the direct use of natural

gas results in 32 percent reduction in energy consumption,

which translates to direct economic savings for consumers.

l Replacing a non–gas water heater with a natural gas

tankless water heater prevents roughly 3,000 pounds of

carbon dioxide from entering the atmosphere every year.

Whether building or remodeling, including one or more

natural gas appliances can increase the resale value of a

home by an average of 6 percent, according to the Florida

Natural Gas Association.

On the commercial and industrial side, the rebates are

even larger than the residential incentives, said Bermudez.

High–performance, energy–efficient commercial

natural gas equipment lowers your energy costs, improves

productivity and saves your business major money, thanks

to new natural gas commercial rebates. Businesses can get

thousands of dollars in natural gas commercial rebates for

qualifying equipment.

The equipment includes natural gas commercial ovens,

commercial dryers and commercial fryers. The Florida City

Gas incentives for natural gas applications range from

commercial kitchens to cleaning businesses to

laundromats to hotels.

Under the “small food–service” category, for example,

the commercial rebate offered to transition from an electric

to a gas–replacement fryer is up to $3,000, and is up to

$2,500 for a tankless water heater.

The replacement program offers rebates to commercial

Florida City Gas customers who replace their existing

electric appliances with a new commercial–grade natural

gas appliance. Customers must have an active account in

order to qualify for the rebate.

Also, the new–construction program offers rebates to

commercial Florida City Gas customers with all–new

commercial brick–and–mortar buildings, commercial

buildings that have undergone a complete renovation, and

commercial buildings that have been renovated because of

a change of occupancy type. This program is for customers

who install new commercial–grade gas appliances. The

maximum annual rebate allowance per customer is

$10,000.

One key advantage of natural gas is its reliable service.

Hurricanes, thunderstorms and other severe weather

conditions can cause power outages lasting anywhere from

a few hours to several weeks. For Florida homeowners,

this can be extremely inconvenient. But for businesses

unable to serve customers or otherwise generate income, it

can be downright devastating.

Fortunately, natural gas provides nearly 100 percent

reliable service — ensuring homes basic comforts like hot

water and home–cooking and enabling businesses to stay

up and running — even when power goes out.

Supported by Florida’s Energy Conservation Program

and available through natural gas utilities, natural gas

rebates and incentives exist to offset the initial cost of

including greener, more efficient natural gas equipment for

homes and businesses. The program helps make natural

gas an easier choice for consumers, while encouraging and

increasing its direct use throughout Florida.

Decades ago, when Florida’s population starting

growing at a good pace, there was concern about increased

pressure on the electric grid. “So the state introduced

natural gas rebates to encourage people to switch to

natural gas and take some pressure off the grid,” said

Bermudez. “The rebate program has been very well

received over all these years.”

Americans continue to save money and improve their

environmental footprint by using natural gas, according to

the 2015 American Gas Association “Playbook.” The latest

guide for natural gas information shows that natural gas

customers saved an average of $693 per year from 2012–

2013 while reducing their carbon dioxide emissions by

half–a–million metric tons.

“Florida City Gas customers not only save money by

using these types of appliances, but they also play a role

saving energy and helping improve Florida’s environmen-

tal footprint. There are huge advantages in using natural

gas,” said Bermudez.

Florida City Gas offers attractive rebates for both residential and commercial customers in Brevard
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Dean Mead’s Viera office continues to grow
with addition of attorney Joey Naberhaus

VIERA — Dean Mead, a business law firm with five

offices across Florida, recently announced that attorney

Joseph “Joey” Naberhaus has joined its Viera office in the

litigation department. He focuses his practice on matters

involving trust and estate litigation, guardianships,

commercial and business litigation, and real property

disputes. Naberhaus also has significant experience

representing hospitals, physicians and other health–care

professionals in administrative proceedings before the

Florida Department of Health and the Agency for

Healthcare Administration, as well as counseling clients

on a wide range of insurance coverage matters.

Before joining Dean Mead, Naberhaus was in private

practice for six years at a statewide law firm. He has

experience acting as outside general counsel for an airport

authority. In addition, his civil litigation experience

involved malpractice and tort defense, probate, commercial

and residential foreclosures, employer wage and discrimi-

nation defense, and landlord/tenant disputes.

“Joey brings a wealth of knowledge to our business

clients, as well as strong family ties to the successful

practice established by Rob and Michelle Naberhaus,” said

Claudia Haines Jones, managing shareholder of Dean

Mead’s Viera office. “Together they will expand the firm’s

depth and breadth of experience handling sophisticated

cases involving commercial litigation, probate, trust

litigation and guardianships.”

Joey Naberhaus is a member of The Florida Bar,

Brevard County Bar Association, and the Vassar B.

Carlton American Inn of Court. He is also active in the

local community through his service as past president of

the Rotary of Suntree. He’s a graduate of the class of 2013

of LEAD Brevard.

Joey Naberhaus was born and raised in Melbourne,

where he attended high school at Melbourne Central

Catholic. After graduating from high school in 2003, he

went on to the University of Florida in Gainesville and

received his undergraduate degree in business administra-

tion in 2007. He earned his law degree, with honors, from

the University of Florida Levin College of Law in 2010.

For more information on Dean Mead, visit

www.DeanMead.com.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
recognizes its top–producing agents

INDIAN HARBOUR BEACH — Caprice Atwell,

managing broker for Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

Florida Realty, recently announced that her office has been

recognized as a “Good to Know” Excellence Award winner

for September.

The office’s top sales associate by dollar and number

volume was Shari Abbott. The top listing associate by

dollar volume was Janice Basile, and top listing associate

by number volume was Dee Dee Davis. They were

recognized by Rei Mesa, the president and chief executive

officer of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida

Realty, and Atwell.

For more information on the company, visit

www.BHHSFloridaRealty.com.
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Buying or Selling? Do it with Confidence!

Nick Farinella 321-704-1600
I Can SELL Any Type Of Property!

100+ Homes CLOSED in 2014
From $18000 to $2.5 Million

Born and raised in Cocoa Beach
- I know every Subdivision &
Condominium in this County!

Registered Coldwell Banker
Relocation Expert

www.NicksRE.com

From $
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Regions Mortgage
Continued from page 10

“gradual,” says the Mortgage Bankers Association

forecast, pointing out that Federal Reserve Chair-

woman Janet Yellen and the Federal Reserve Board

have indicated that they are going to be “cautious”

going forward.

Scott Cronenberg said a lot of Regions’ customers

favor the 30–year fixed–rate mortgage. “They are able

to lock in 30–year money at or below prime rate, which

is unheard of.”

Regions offers a wide range of mortgage products,

including programs for first–time home buyers, he said.

“We have a number of very attractive programs tailored

to the first–time home buyer. For example, we have an

affordable–housing program where we can lend up to

100 percent of the purchase price of the home with no

private mortgage insurance.”

In order to qualify, “either the borrower’s income

must not exceed 80 percent of the HUD median income

limits in Brevard County, or the home must be located

in the low–to–moderate income–census track. When

you look at the maps in Brevard, the low–to–moderate

income census track covers a lot of nice neighborhoods.

Most of the homes in Bayside Lakes, for example, are in

the census track.”

The program Scott Cronenberg cited is called

“Regions Affordable 100” fixed–rate mortgage, which is

a “portfolio product” that allows 100 percent financing

for low–to–moderate income borrowers who have

managed their credit obligations.

The program’s options include: no income limits for

properties located in the low–to–middle income census

track; no mortgage insurance is required; up to 100

percent loan–to–value ratio; maximum 3 percent seller

contribution; and the borrower’s income cannot exceed

80 percent of the HUD median income limits. The

Regions Affordable 100 is for purchases only.

“The first–time home buyer market is very impor-

tant to us at Regions Mortgage and we’re working to let

more people know about the Affordable 100 and the

other programs we offer,” he said.

Regions’ various Affordable Home Loan programs

are designed to help people overcome barriers to

homeownership, such as a shortfall in down payment

funds and closing costs. A borrower’s down payment can

come from a variety of flexible sources.

Two years ago, Regions introduced a new mortgage

for first–time buyers. The Regions “First Time Home

Buyers Program” offers a fixed–rate mortgage with no

closing costs to the borrower (excepting pre–paid items).

Closing costs are paid by Regions and are not rolled into

the loan account.

Often, first–time home buyers have limited funds

available for closing, and this program can help free up

more of their funds for down payments, savings, or

emergencies.

The First Time Home Buyers Program also features

up to 95 percent loan–to–value ratio for the purchase of

the home, down payment options that allow for

assistance from family members, and options for

borrowers with no traditional credit history.”

“Regions has a range of different programs that can

help first–time home buyers,” said Scott Cronenberg.

“Regions Mortgage is well positioned to help families

achieve their dream of homeownership, which is an

important step for building strong communities.”

Recently, Regions made an even deeper commitment

to affordable housing. In late October, Regions Bank

announced it had acquired the Low Income Housing

Tax Credit corporate fund syndication and asset

management business of First Sterling Financial Inc., a

more than 30–year–old business. The acquisition

complements Regions’ Community Investment Capital,

Real Estate, and Capital Markets capabilities to serve

more clients and communities, the company said.

First Sterling was one of the leading national

syndicators of investment funds benefiting Low Income

Housing Tax Credits. Regions Bank is one of the

nation’s largest participants in affordable housing

finance through the Low Income Housing Tax Credit

Program and provides comprehensive real estate

corporate banking and capital management services to

meet the debt and capital needs of developers and

investors.

Scott Cronenberg and his team at Regions Mortgage

are gearing up for another strong year of home buying

in 2017. “I think it’s going to be another great year for

both Regions Bank and for mortgage lending.”
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Merrill Lynch to be anchor tenant
at new Riverview Tower in Suntree

Area firm JM Real Estate Inc. has announced that

Merrill Lynch (Bank of America) will be the signature/

anchor tenant at Riverview Tower, Tricon Development’s

newly constructed building on the corner of Suntree

Boulevard and U.S. 1 in Melbourne.

Merrill Lynch will occupy roughly 25,000 square feet,

taking the entire fifth floor and part of the fourth floor. The

firm will have building signage and plans to take occu-

pancy in the first quarter of 2017.

Riverview Tower is the first Class “A” building to be

constructed in Brevard County since 2009. The building

contains 80,000 square feet. The second through fifth floors

house professional office space. The first floor is slated for

office/retail. There is also a sizable parking garage. “The

views of the river are spectacular,” said Charine Lewis, the

broker–associate with JM Real Estate who was the

procuring broker on behalf of the landlord. There is still

space remaining at Riverview Tower, she said. JM Real

Estate’s office number is 242–2882.

JM Real Estate is a full–service commercial property

management, leasing, sales, and investment acquisition

company specializing in multi–tenant office, medical office,

retail, and industrial properties. The company covers

Brevard County, from Titusville to Palm Bay.

For more information about the firm, visit

www.JMRealEstate.com.

Indian Harbour Beach Garden Club
volunteers partner with Zon Beachside

What do a garden club and an assisted living facility

have in common? In Indian Harbour Beach, it’s a winning

combination.

Indian Harbour Beach Garden Club volunteers have

partnered with Zon Beachside Assisted Living to create the

“Grow and Tell” garden club. Every Tuesday morning,

volunteers plan and present a program at the newly

opened facility on South Patrick Drive. Topics have

included butterfly gardening, native plants, container

gardening, herbs, tropical fruits, or specific kinds of

flowers.

Residents say they look forward to seeing the volun-

teers and the live plant material, demonstrations, video

clips, or hands–on projects. Recently, residents enjoyed

talking and laughing while they made small terrariums,

and clapped their hands when they finished.

The on–site garden club provides a unique opportunity

for both residents and volunteers to build relationships,

and also to share a love of gardening and the joy of having

live plants in their hands.

The Indian Harbour Beach Garden Club is affiliated

with the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs and National

Garden Clubs Inc. The meetings are held at 10 a.m. on the

third Wednesday of each month at Gleason Park Recre-

ation Center, 1233 Yacht Club Blvd. in Indian Harbour

Beach. There are no meetings during December or the

summer months.

For more information on this program, contact Linda

Kuhl, publicity chairwoman, at (908) 892–4426 or send an

e–mail message to Koolkottage64@gmail.com.
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Ameriprise created the exclusive Confident Retirement ® 
approach to help answer your retirement questions. I can 
help you break down retirement planning step-by-step to 
get the real answers you need.

Let’s get started today. To learn more, call 321.622.8371.

Leasha Flammio-Watson, CFP®

Private Wealth Advisor

®

Confident Retirement  is not a guarantee of future financial results. Brokerage, investment 
and financial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC. © 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

7195 Murrell Road, Suite 101 | Melbourne, FL 32940  
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Surfside Playhouse
Continued from page 11

by Mel Brooks and is based on the 1968 movie that starred

Zero Mostel, Gene Wilder, Dick Shawn, and Kenneth

Mars.

“It was Mel Brooks’ first film as a director. ‘The

Producers’ is one of the iconic comedy films that people my

age have long embraced. The film is right up there with

‘Monty Python.’ ‘The Producers’ is very irreverent and

pokes fun at everything. Mel Brooks’ philosophy is you

make fun of what you are scared of, and you bring light to

it. It’s the best way to defeat that sort of thing,” said

Bergeron.

Squeezed between the six Surfside Players’ 2016–2017

season performances is the “Rat Pack Christmas.” The

event — showcasing the songs of Frank Sinatra, Dean

Martin and Sammy Davis Jr. — is set for the Saturday

and Sunday before Christmas, Dec. 17 and Dec. 18. The

Saturday show starts at 8 p.m. The Sunday performance is

a matinee.

“We will have performers coming to Surfside Playhouse

from around the nation for the ‘Rat Pack Christmas.’ We

are flying them here. One of the performers lives in

Brevard — Michael Moran — and he’s organizing this

event. He’ll be bringing entertainers he has worked with

from across the country. The show will feature Christmas

music and a lot of comedy and joke–telling,” said Bergeron.

Following the holiday break, the Surfside Players will

return to the stage for the production of “The Rainmaker.”

Shows are scheduled Jan. 13–29 at Surfside Playhouse.

“The Rainmaker” was written by Richard Nash. “It’s a

great play. I had the pleasure of doing it a couple of

decades ago. It has mystery and it has magic.”

The play is “set in a western state on a summer day in

a time of drought.” Just as the Curry family is beginning

to despair, Starbuck — a self–proclaimed “Rainmaker”

comes on the scene. “Hire a con man, maybe he can make

it rain. Just maybe. The suspense of disbelief. That

magical quality is really the charm of the show,” said

Bergeron.

One of the great musicals of all time — Richard

Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein’s “South Pacific” — will

be showcased at Surfside Playhouse March 3–19. “This

play will feature a lot of show–stopping tunes — popular

songs that baby–boomers grew up listening to on the

radio,” he said.

From the haunting “Bali Ha’i” to the exquisite “Some

Enchanted Evening,” Rodgers and Hammerstein’s classic

features some of the most beautiful music ever composed

for theater. The Pulitzer Prize and 10–time Tony Award

winner is set on a tropical island during World War II and

tells the romantic tale of how the happiness of two couples

is threatened by the realities of war and prejudice.

Next up on the Surfside Players’ schedule is “The Ritz,”

written by Terrance McNally.

The hilarious farce is set in a gay bathhouse of the

same title, said Bergeron. “A group of Italian gangsters are

hiding out from other Italian gangsters and the place they

choose to hang out in is a gay bathhouse. This is a fast–

paced comedy, very interesting.” The Surfside Players’

performances of “The Ritz” are April 21–30.

The season will close with Lewis Carroll’s “Alice in

Wonderland,” to run from June 2–11. “We will close the

season with a community show. ‘Alice in Wonderland’ will

involve children through adult performers. The show will

feature a large cast. It’s not a musical.”

To purchase tickets to any of these shows, visit

www.SurfsidePlayhouse.com or call 783–3127. Check the

website for audition dates for the shows.

Surfside Playhouse produces six main stage shows per

season, in addition to improv, a youth–theater program,

and an annual Playwright Competition. Surfside Play-

house is also the home of the Playwright’s Workshop Inc.,

which produces nine original productions per season.

Bergeron said Surfside Playhouse “is always looking for

actors to take part in our productions. There are five

fulltime community theaters in Brevard County. We

compete for talent with the other theaters.”

He says in order for community theater to be success-

ful, it has to be “audience–centric. All of the decisions we

make are based on whether or not the audience will enjoy

the show. Will they buy tickets?”

Secondly, and maybe equal, is the involvement of the

community volunteers.

“We have many volunteers who spend their time over

the course of a season working in the various areas of the

theater. They are all volunteers. You have to create an

environment where every individual feels he or she is part

of the big picture, and we strive to do that.”
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Make your holiday brighter with beautiful 
poinsettias! Pick-up is tentatively set for November 28th. Pick-up 
location to be determined based on number of plants ordered. 

Orders are due by November 19th at 5 pm.

Available in red, white, or pink!
See a JLSB representative or visit www.jlsb.net/fot for 

details and information on how to order

The Junior League of South Brevard, Inc. is a group of women dedicated to improving the health of children 
through nutrition and physical activity by means of trained volunteers, financial support, and community 

awareness and partnerships.

$10 for 6 inch  |  $16 for 8 inch

$22 for 10 inch  |  Or buy 5 for $100!

Junior League of South Brevard

Poinsettia Sale

32nd Annual The Courtyard 

at the Oaks
1800 West Hibiscus Blvd. 

Suite 108 Melbourne

November 19, 2016

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Featuring beautifully decorated trees and wreaths of all sizes,
a vendor marketplace, raffle items, holiday bake sale,
poinsettia sale, kids’ craft area, pictures with Santa.

Visit www.jlsb.net/fot
for more information
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Welsh Construction LLC
Continued from page 1

Chapel on Minton Road in West Melbourne. The campus is

situated on 31 acres and includes the largest auditorium in

Brevard County. The auditorium seats roughly 3,000

people, which is larger than the Maxwell C. King Center

for the Performing Arts in Melbourne.

“We’ve been fortunate to do all of the construction

services for Calvary Chapel. They have two campuses. In

addition to the one off Minton Road, Calvary Chapel has a

campus in Viera off Stadium Parkway. It’s been a privilege

to work for Calvary Chapel,” said Welsh, a state–certified

general contractor.

He founded his company in 2003 and has decades of

experience in the construction field. Previously, he was the

co–owner of G&S Constructors Inc. for 15 years, before

that firm merged with BRPH Construction Services Inc. in

Melbourne. When the two companies combined, Welsh

served as the director of operations for five years. Welsh,

who studied construction–engineering technology at the

University of Central Florida, later went on to form his

own venture in the industry.

He has since built Welsh Construction into a very

successful firm that is experiencing strong growth. The

company has won a wide range of contracts for projects not

only in Brevard County, but also around the state.

“Ken’s business philosophy centers on a total team

concept,” said Chris Norton, the company’s business

development director. “Everyone is involved — the

administrators, the bookkeepers, the project managers, the

superintendents. It’s all about teamwork and Ken has

instilled this in all of us.” Norton added, “With our

customers, we want to build relationships for life. I know

this sounds a bit corny, but it’s really heartfelt at our

company because there are a lot of second–generation

businesses in Brevard County. It’s not unusual for a

company of our longevity to construct a facility for a son or

daughter of someone we have built for in past years.”

Norton recently joined the Welsh team. He’s one of the

area’s best known business–development professionals.

Before the creation of the Economic Development Commis-

sion of Florida’s Space Coast, Norton was the planning and

economic development director for the City of Palm Bay for

more than 20 years.

For the City of Palm Bay, he supervised the building,

planning, economic development, code enforcement, and

community development departments. Norton has honed

extensive contacts throughout Brevard County, Indian

River County, and East Central Florida, in both the public

and private sectors.

His outlook for future growth in Brevard: “I think the

county as a whole will see growth, but the hot spots will

probably be Titusville, West Cocoa, and Palm Bay.

Melbourne and West Melbourne will grow, too.”

After earning both his bachelor’s degree and master’s of

public administration degree from private Northeastern

University in Boston, which is noted for research, Norton

worked for the City of Boston for nine years. He was a city

planner and economic developer.

Welsh Construction works all over the state and

provides construction and design–build services to the

different commercial real–estate sectors. The segments

include self–storage, retail, office, medical, restaurant,

Realty & Development. The South Florida–based company

is expanding its portfolio of self–storage facilities in the

state. “We were just awarded the contract for the project in

Sanford,” said Welsh. “The self–storage market is really

hot right now.”

The self–storage industry has been the fastest–growing

sector of the U.S. commercial real estate industry over the

last three decades, according to the Self–Storage Associa-

tion. There are some 27,650 small–business entrepreneurs

who own and operate one or more self–storage facilities

around the nation.

Welsh Construction is a member of the Florida Self–

Storage Association. Norton and Welsh recently attended a

conference in the state where the owners and operators of

self–storage facilities gathered. “We had the opportunity to

meet and talk to not only the big players in the industry,

but also the small–business entrepreneurs of self–storage

facilities,” said Norton. “Everyone was upbeat about the

industry. Research shows that Florida, Texas, and

California are the three big growth states for population.”

The strength of the multifamily sector is having a

positive impact on the self–storage business as apartments

and other rental housing generally does not have the room

to accommodate all of a resident’s belongings. “Six months

is typically the average storage time for a customer,” said

Welsh, “but there are people who store their goods for

years in these types of facilities.”

He says it’s “the highest per–square–footage rental rate

in the commercial industry, including the office sector and

the warehouse sector.”

Self–storage revenue will grow at an average rate of

2.9 percent through 2020, says IBISWorld. The U.S. self–

storage industry “faces a bright future.”

Welsh Construction also faces a bright future and is

positioning itself in the market with a new office building.

The company purchased a 1–acre lot in the new Eau Gallie

Pointe development in Melbourne. The 11–lot commercial

subdivision is being developed by Mike Renfro of Matthew

Development LLC. The project is located at the corner of

West Eau Gallie Boulevard and Sarno Road, and is zoned

for office, retail, and light manufacturing uses.

Florida Business Bank in Melbourne provided the loan

for Renfro to acquire the raw land for the project. Many

banks do not make land loans these days. “One of the

benefits of being a small, locally owned and operated

community bank is that we don’t have a ‘box’ that all loans

have to fit into,” said William “Bill” Norris, the president

and chief executive officer of Florida Business Bank.

“When we see an opportunity with the right business or

property — and with the right borrower — we can make

the decision to get involved and help on the project. And

that was the case with Mike Renfro and Eau Gallie Pointe.

Given Mike’s many years of local success with commercial

land acquisition, development and sales, when he came to

us with this opportunity, we knew we wanted to be

involved.”

Construction will start soon on Welsh’s 10,000–square–

foot office complex. The space will house Welsh and the

law offices of Shane Smith, PA. There will be 5,000 square

feet available for office or retail use. “We are excited about

our new office facility and Eau Gallie Pointe. Mike Renfro’s

project will transform that area of Melbourne,” said Welsh.

education, and municipal. The company has been awarded

millions of dollars in new contracts. “We are growing with

Brevard County,” said Norton. “And our executive team is

growing. We’ve been hiring. We have a highly experienced

executive team that Ken has assembled. The experience of

the team, under Ken’s guidance, is driving the company’s

growth.”

In addition to Welsh and Norton, the executive team

includes Gary Goodwin, chief estimator, and Kirk

Hartgrave, project manager. Goodwin is a state–certified

general contractor who has more than 40 years of industry

experience in Florida, throughout the U.S., and the Middle

East. He has a bachelor’s degree in building construction

from the University of Central Florida. Goodwin is also

certified in Occupational Safety and Health Administra-

tion training.

Hartgrave is a state–certified general contractor, too,

with more than 30 years of experience in construction. He

has in–depth experience in residential, commercial, and

industrial construction. Hartgrave has managed a host of

construction projects, including at NASA’s Kennedy Space

Center, Holmes Regional Medical Center in Melbourne,

Orlando International Airport, and Patrick Air Force Base.

“Kirk enjoys an excellent relationship with local,

county, and state agencies, which enables him to identify

possible permit holdups in advance,” said Norton.

Hartgrave completed the Florida Electrical Apprenticeship

& Training program in Orlando. Apprentices of the

program are registered with the Department of Labor and

the Florida Department of Education.

Welsh Construction plans to hire more new team

members, including two project superintendents, a cost

estimator assistant, and a project manager assistant. “We

are aggressively pursuing work in all of the commercial

sectors, but particularly in the retail and self–storage

areas, and in education,” said Welsh.

Recently, the company was awarded an $11 million

design–build contract from the Brevard County School

Board to include renovations at Saturn Elementary School,

Fairglen Elementary School, and Kennedy Middle School.

“We have completed phase one, which is the design piece,”

said Welsh. The $3.9 million Saturn Elementary “renewal”

project was approved Oct. 25. “Brevard County is updating

its schools throughout the district and we will be looking at

all of the design–build renewal projects,” he said.

His company is currently working on Coral Reef

Academy’s new 12,000–square–foot facility on Nasa

Boulevard in Melbourne, near the Social Security Adminis-

tration building. The project architect is Dave Nagrodsky

of DNA Architects Inc., a longtime area firm. This is an

expansion for Coral Reef Academy, which built its first

campus off Stack Boulevard in Melbourne.

Other projects Welsh Construction is working on

include Shoff Insurance Center’s 6,000–square–foot facility

on Minton Road in West Melbourne. Shoff Insurance II

Inc. is run by Roland and Michelle Shoff. Welsh Construc-

tion is also doing an expansion for Dr. George Roque’s

medical office on South Wickham Road in West

Melbourne, and renovations for Nolan’s Pub, a popular

establishment in Cocoa Beach.

In Sanford, Welsh Construction is building a

91,000–square–foot self–storage facility for Preferred
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SAVE BIG 
on Black Friday...and EVERY Day

When You Switch to Natural Gas Appliances.

With big rebates and long-term energy savings, natural gas appliances put money 
right back in your pocket — ensuring you continue to save long after Black Friday. 

Visit our Online Interactive Natural Gas Home and click around to see all the 
appliance rebates and energy savings waiting for you, and your home. 
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